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Multiple award winner! 
With lots of music, lots of Salsa Music! 

 
Available	  either	  in	  English	  (Original	  version)	  

or	  in	  English	  with	  Spanish	  subtitles	  
	  

 Bookings: 
  LES FILMS D’AUJOURD’HUI   
  3575, avenue du Parc, suite 4104 
  Montreal, Qc  H2X 3P9 
  514 281-5199  Roland Smith 
  rsmith21@look.ca 

 
 



 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Review “El Heraldo” 2015 – Colombia. By María T. Gutiérrez Coll  @chocoritos90 
 

"This is a story, like many other stories full of reality" 
 

Said Adrián Manzano, director of Sex, Love and Salsa, after the movie's presentation. 
The film will be displayed until Wednesday at Caribe's Cinematheque. 
 
A flirtatious scene between María (Gabrielle 
Ruiz) and Julián (Adrián Manzano) in the 
middle of the dance floor is the beginning of 
Sex, Love and Salsa,  Manzano's  first film, 
as director, writer and actor. 
"It was a challenge to have three roles at a 
time, but also really fun because I was able 
to change and improvise the plot and the 
characters during the filming". 
Manzano studied English Literature, but 
admits that he was always interested in 
Cinema. 
Based on a romantic breakup, he decided to 
do this film that combines in his words “the 
three essential elements of life: sex, love and music.” 
 
REAL  STORIES: “Sex, Love and Salsa” tells a little bit my own story which at the same time I related 
with other stories that came from reality”, explained the filmmaker. 
To achieve this high level of objectivity in the film, Manzano found a cast that delivered natural 
performances in every scene. 
“Gabrielle Ruiz, Sofía Rodríguez and Susan Quinn are very professional in their craft and I think this is 
reflected in the final work”, he said. 
These three actresses play the roles of Genny (Sofía), a voluptuous, noisy and romantic latina; Ingrid 
(Susan), is an elegant, daring and sophisticated American woman; and María (Gabrielle), is an artist and a 
salsa dancer. When Julian meets María he begins questioning his Casanova ways. 
 
EXPERIMENTAL CINEMA: This film made in New York tells the story of a real womanizer, who tells 
three different stories with different women, in the middle of a reality/documentary storyline. 
“All the shots were made with hidden cameras, in real places, surrounded by real people, they had nothing 
to do with the film but they were there and completed the scenes quite well”, he specified. 
Many scenes were filmed in salsa clubs, parks and streets from the Big Apple to give the story a highly 
realistic touch. 
“This production cost me just 7,000 dollars; it was actually a really low-budget film because all actors 
worked for free and I didn’t pay anything for extras or locations, which sometimes are the most expensive 
things in a movie”. 
Another limitation Manzano didn’t have making this film was the use of music. He worked with 
independent salsa artists from New York.= 
“With this film I wanted to promote other independent artists like me, doing a really good job with New 
York salsa” said the actor, who also mentioned that the thing audience loved the most was the music. 
“Salsa is a rhythm that I feel is my own, because of my the influence of my Colombian parents. And in 
Barranquilla, particularly, it was very well received because found out that it’s a salsa city.” 
EXTENDED: Sex, Love and Salsa’s screening in Caribe Cinematheque was extended until Wednesday. 
“People have embraced the film. We want to take it to a bigger movie theater commercial circuit, so it can 
be enjoyed by a wider audience, ended Manzano.. 
 



 
 
 

Gran Manzana Films presents 

Sex, Love & Salsa 

Written & Directed by Adrian Manzano 

Produced by Gabriela Jerez 

 

Starring 

 Gabrielle Ruiz  

Sofia  Rodriguez  

Susan Quinn 

 Vaneik Echeverria 

 Carlos A. Gonzalez  

Marisol Carrere  

Jorge Hoyos  

Juan Diego Cano Gil 

 

92min |	  Color/BW |	  HD1080 |	  Stereo |	  USA|	  2014 |	  DCP 

www.sexlovesalsa.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

SYNOPSIS 

The story of Julian Suarez, a salsa dancer, who loves women 
so much he can't have just one. Three in particular have caught 
his eye at the moment; Genny, voluptuous, rambunctious, 
romantic; Ingrid, posh, daring, sophisticated; and Maria, artful, 
salsa dancer, and it seems Mr. Suave might have just met his 
match with this Maria... Makes him wonder when is it really the 
right time to settle down? 

 

 

   
 
  
 
  

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 

Sex, Love & Salsa, being my first film, is 
like that spoiled first child. She took a lot of 
time and energy, and of course it’s all my 
fault. But despite her shortcomings, I’m a 
very proud filmmaker. She’s my love letter 
to New York, and to my past relationships. 
I subscribed to that old adage, “what is 
most personal is most universal”, and ran 
with it. That is how Gabriela, the producer, 
convinced me to act in the lead role, which 
was based on myself. Fortunately I had 
about 10 years experience acting on stage 
so it wasn’t much of a stretch. Acting and 
directing in your first film is not for the faint 
of heart. However it did lead to some very 
unique and honest performances. By 
improvising I was able to “rewrite” and 
discover depth in the characters that I 
couldn’t have written. Many of those 
moments made the final cut and are a 
witness the magic and mystery that is art. 
The rawness and intimacy of the film 

surprised me and motivated me to keep going despite setbacks.  

Before this film I used care so much about camera tricks. Now, I know it’s all about 
acting. I took my time, searched for the best NY Latino actors who were willing to 
be in an experimental indie film. I could not have been any luckier. To emphasize 
the realism of the script, I did no rehearsals and very little directing. I let them 
interpret their characters and surprise me. All three of the women gave stellar 
performances. Given that we were shooting in real, loud, busy nightclubs with 
hidden cameras, it was a miracle to witness and I am forever grateful to them.  

Post production was another challenge. I was fortunate to find up and coming 
editors and sound mixers that with a little ingenuity, fixed all the audio, recut 
scenes in creative ways. 18 months of post, 2.5 years later we premiered at the 
International Harlem Film Festival and won the audience award (first of many). 
Our little film has grown up and is touring festivals, delighting and challenging 
audiences around the world. As I raise the next film, promising not to make the 
same mistakes, I still can’t help but be in love with this film. It has forever solidified 
my love for Art and Cinema.  

-- Adrian Manzano  

 



GABRIELLE RUIZ STATE exMENT 
 

Ten years ago, I began my journey as an actress in New York City and I 
consider the Sex Love & Salsa RGV Premiere my homecoming celebration! 
The Rio Grande Valley is my home full of family and friends that are my most 
loyal supporters in all my artistic accomplishments. While growing up, my 
parents, Eddie and Sylvia Ruiz, made sure that I appreciated and respected 
hispanic arts and culture while maintaining a high standard of education and 
religion. When I was thirteen, my family and I took a summer trip to New 
York City and I saw my first Broadway musical. From that day on, I just knew 
this was what I was born to do.  

I trained extensively at Melba's Dance Studio in McAllen and fine tuned my 
vocal training from David Custer at Edinburg North High School. I broadened 
my studies at Oklahoma City University, receiving a Bachelors of Performing 
Arts.  

Family support, dedicated educators of the Rio Grande Valley, and many 
years of perseverance has paved my way on my journey here today. I hope 
to inspire the future upcoming Hispanic artists of the RGV and show them 
that their dreams are attainable. Pursuing your passion is a tough road to 
travel and sometimes you receive a lot of "no's" before you garner that 
glorious "yes." It takes a lot of heart and a thick skin, but the rewards are 
phenomenal.  

Remembering where I came from and my strong faith in God is what keeps 
me grounded and grateful. I wake up each day and believe that anything is 
possible. So, it is with great honor that I share this film con mi gente. And 
above all, "Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!" (2 Corinthians 9:15).  

- Gabrielle Ruiz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRODUCTION DETAILS 

The film was shot on nights 
and weekends over the course 
of a year. The guerilla style of 
the shoot was written into the 
story by creating a fake 
documentary approach to the 
narrative similar to that of Blair 
Witch and Paranormal Activity. 
This required us to embrace 
and reinvent a new cinematic 
language. I wanted to explore 
what the DSLR could bring to 
cinema. Most of the locations 
were real. Only natural and available lights were used.   
 

Wireless lavs recorded sound inconspicuously. Crew would be no more 
than two people, plus the two or three actors. In some of the bedroom 
scenes, there was no crew. It was just two actors in a room with one of 
the actors (me) holding the camera. This lo-fi approach along with the 
improvisational acting allowed for very real and honest performances 
from the actors.  

The post production took a year and half. The lo-fi camera worked very 
well, however the sound needed to be fixed in post. All the nightclub 
scenes had to go through dubbing, looping, and mixing. Most of the 
mixing was done at Cuny’s audio studio.  

Color grading was used to explore the emotional intensity of the scenes. 
Most of the film is in a soft 70’s style desaturated look. Some of the 
Manhattan scenes are in Black and White. Music is big part of this film. 
Most of the musicians are local NY Salsa bands as well as some indie 
latino groups such as Los Rakas, who are seen performing live during 
one of the scenes.  This was Guerilla filmmaking, shooting youtube-
mocumenatry style for a New York Latino Salsa dancing Romantic 
Comedy. In a nutshell.  

 

 



Gabrielle  Ruiz  (Maria)
Gabrielle's latest performance is seen as Peggy Sawyer in Arts Center Coastal Carolina's                                   
42nd Street with former Miss America and OCU Colleague, Susan Powell. She was last                                      
seen on Broadway in Evita with Ricky Martin and the Tony Award Winning Best Musical,                                         
In The Heights! She understudied the principle roles of Vanessa, Nina and Carla as well as                                            
performing  nightly  as  Ensemble.

Gabrielle is also known all over the country with rave reviews as Diana Morales in the 1st                                               
National Tour of A Chorus Line and had been on the road for a year. She revisited the                                                  
coveted role of Diana at Papermill Playhouse and Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera. Other New                                      
York works include: the Off-Broadway production of Skippy Jon Jones as Rosalita, The                                   
Broadway Dolls and Speakeasy Moderne as herself, Girl One in Make Mine Manhattan for                                      
Unsung Musicals, and numerous new works. She is the Voice of "Vanessa" in Fame Forever                                         
Demo  for  David  DeSilva  and  Father  Fame  Productions.

Her film debut was Maria in award winning Sex, Love and Salsa where she received "Best Supporting Actress" at RIFE's                                                        
Film  Festival  Awards.  Television  credits  include  Law  and  Order:  SVU,  ABC's  One  Life  to  Live  and  Sesame  Street.

Past theatre credits include Edythe Herbert in My One and Only with Tony Yazbeck at the Goodspeed Opera House,                                                     
Transcendence Theatre Company and Alpine Theatre Project as herself, Ensemble in A Christmas Carol at North Shore                                               
Music Theatre, Gabriella Montez in High School Musical, Dream Laurey understudy in Oklahoma! (starring Kelli O'Hara &                                               
Will  Chase)  and  Olga  Mara/Kathy  Seldon  understudy  in  Singing  in  the  Rain  at  Lyric  Theatre  of  Oklahoma.

Gabrielle hails from Edinburg, Texas (known as the Rio Grande Valley) where she grew up developing dance as her primary                                                        
passion. She learned her training at Melba's School of Dance under Melba Huber and Anne Bowling. To further her                                                     
education, Gabrielle received a ballet scholarship to attend the Texas Association for Teachers of Dance summer                                            
convention. She began vocal lessons early on and was classically trained by David Custer of San Antonio, Texas. She                                                     
earned her place in the Texas All-State Choir as 2nd Chair for Second Soprano in 2002. STARS Scholarship Fund also                                                        
supported  her  dreams  of  attending  higher  education  in  the  arts.

Gabrielle attended Oklahoma City University's Ann Lacy School of Dance and Arts Management where she received a                                               
Bachelors  of  Fine  Arts  in  Dance  Performance  with  top  honors  in  2007.

Sex,  Love  &  Salsa  |  Rio  Grande  Valley  Presentation  |  JPR  OMNI  New  York,  Publicist

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Vaneik Echeverria (Danny) Originally from Cali, 
Vaneik has been a staple on the NY Stages as well as 
in a few traveling theatres. He was in the Off 
Broadway sensation, “The Motherfucker with the Hat”. 
He’s had numerous TV appearances including, Law & 
Order, as well as a national Pepsi Commercial. He 
continues to earn his indie stripes with many latino 
independent filmmakers. He lives in Harlem with his 
girlfriend and dog. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adrian Manzano (Julian, Writer, Director) 
From Queens NY. Graduated Cum Laude from 
Albright College with a BA in Film & Literature. 
Produced several shorts and documentaries 
that played at film festivals nationally. As an 
actor, nominated at the American College 
Theatre Festival. Has worked with various 
Theatres in NY, including Intar, ID Studio, 
Teatro la Tea. Sex, Love & Salsa is his first 
feature as writer, director, & actor. Currently 
post his 2nd film, La Graduá(2016). La 
Conquista is his first Spanish language play 
being workshopped at Iati theatre in NYC.  



Williamsburg Salsa Orchestra   
 

Featured Music A thrilling 11-piece 
salsa group playing dynamic, 
dura arrangements of indie 
rock tunes we love. this is 
innovative, astonishing salsa 
with a new, vibrant aesthetic. 
With an ever-evolving set. the 
WSO has taken the typical 
salsa form and infused it with 
a completely modern identity. 
The explosive arrangements 
have established the band as an groundbreaking force in the New York 
underground and have led to a high-profile open-ended residency at 
The Brooklyn Bowl, bringing the big band sound back to Brooklyn after 
decades of absence. WSO has 4 songs in Sex, Love & Salsa.  

Marcos Santana 

Choreographer Born and raised in 
Puerto Rico. Marcos has had the 
privilege of working with 
distinguished choreographers and 
directors such as Alex Timbers, 
Dianne Paulus, Franco Dragone, 
Sergio Trujillo, Andy 
Blanckenbuehler, Des McAnuf, 
Hal Prince, among others. 
Credits: Broadway: In The 
Heights, Guys And Dolls. Others: 

Rocky The Musical (World Premiere), Pirates Of Penzance (Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival) Brazil Brazil (New Victory Theater), Rock Of 
Ages (Las Vegas, National Tour & London) Fortress of Solitude (CTG), 
White Noise (Royal GeorgeTheater), Guys & Dolls, My Fair Lady (John 
Engeman Theater) Paul Simon’s The Capeman (The Public Theater), 
The Wiz (La Jolla Playhouse), Carmen The Musical, Tarzan. 
National/International Tours: Contact, Evita, West Side Story. TV/Film: 
The Producers, Across The Universe, Chasing Papi, Nikki Cox.  

 


